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Montana DRE 



DRE - Drug Recognition Expert 

•Law Enforcement Officer trained to be able to identify drug 

impaired drivers. 

 

•Certified by International Association of Chiefs of Police 

(IACP) 

 

•Originally developed by LAPD in late 1970’s 



DRE - Drug Recognition Expert 
Continued… 

•12-step Drug Evaluation Process 

 

•7 Drug Categories 

 

•Trained to assist in the detection, arrest, and prosecution of 

DUI Drivers. 



Montana Statistics 

 Fatal vehicle crashes in 2011 

 

 34% had drugs involved 

 

 32% had alcohol involved 

 

 15% had a mixture of drugs and alcohol 

involved 

Montana Department of Justice/Forensic Science Division 



“DRUG” 

Working definition for the DRE Program: 

 

“Any substance that, when taken into the 

human body, can impair the ability of the 

person to operate a vehicle safely.” 



12- Steps 

A Systematic and Standardized Process 

 1. Breath Alcohol Test 

2. Interview of Arresting Officer 

3. Preliminary Examination 

4. Examination of the Eyes 

1. HGN 

2. VGN 

3. LOC 

5. Divided Attention Tests 

1. Walk and Turn 

2. One Leg Stand 

3. Romberg Balance 

4. Finger to Nose 

6. Examination of Vital Signs 

7. Darkroom Examinations 

 

8. Examination of Muscle Tone 

 

9. Examination of Injection Sites 

 

10. Suspect’s Statements and Other  

Observations 

 

11. Opinion of the Evaluator 

 

12. Toxicological Examination 



7 Drug Categories 

Categorized by Like Signs & Symptoms 

 1. CNS Depressants 

 

2. CNS Stimulants 

 

3. Hallucinogens 

 

4. Dissociative Anesthetics 

 

5. Narcotic Analgesics 

 

6. Inhalants 

 

7. Cannabis 



Major Indicators 

Horizontal Gaze Nystagmus 

Vertical Gaze Nystagmus 

Lack of Convergence 

Pupil Size 

Reaction to Light 

Pulse Rate 

Blood Pressure 

Body Temperature 

Muscle Tone 



Drug Matrix 
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CNS Depressant Drugs Found In DUI Cases In Montana - 2011 
**Drugs Other Than Alcohol** 

DIAZEPAM

NORDIAZEPAM

MEPROBAMATE

CARISOPRODOL

ZOLPIDEM

FLUOXETINE

ALPRAZOLAM

LORAZEPAM

TEMAZEPAM

OXAZEPAM

CLONAZEPAM

7-AMINOCLONAZEPAM

MIDAZOLAM

VENLAFAXINE

DIPHENHYDRAMINE

DOXYLAMINE

BUPROPION

BUTALBITAL

PHENOBARBITAL

OXCARBAZEPINE

CARBAMAZEPINE

CARBAMAZEPINE-10, 11 EPOXIDE

PAROXETINE

RISPERIDONE

9-HYDROXY RISPERIDONE

GABAPENTIN

METAXALONE

PROMETHAZINE

CHLORPHENIRAMINE

METHOCARBAMOL

CITALOPRAM

PHENYTOIN

MIRTAZAPINE

LITHIUM

OLANZAPINE

TRAZODONE

TOPIRAMATE

VALPROIC ACID

LAMOTRIGINE

QUETIAPINE

ORPHENADRINE

HYDROXYZINE

SUMATRIPTAN

FLUVOXAMINE

CYCLOBENZAPRINE

ARIPIPRAZOLE

AMITRIPTYLINE

PREGABALIN
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Stimulant Drugs Found In DUI Cases In Montana  -  2011 

AMPHETAMINE

METHAMPHETAMINE

COCAINE

BENZOYLECGONINE

ECGONINE METHYL ESTHER

COCAETHYLENE

EPHEDRINE

PSUEDOEPHEDRINE

PHENMETRAZINE

PPA

MODAFINIL

PHENTERMINE

METHYLPHENIDATE

RITALINIC ACID

MDPV

ATOMOXETINE
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Narcotic Analgesic Drugs Found In DUI Cases In Montana  -  2011 

HYDROCODONE

OXYCODONE

METHADONE

EDDP

CODEINE

TRAMADOL

O-DESMETHYL  TRAMADOL

PROPOXYPHENE

NORPROPOXYPHENE

MEPERIDINE

NORMEPERIDINE

MORPHINE

MORPHINE GLUCURONIDE

HYDROMORPHONE

FENTANYL

PENTAZOCINE

BUPRENORPHINE

NORBUPRENORPHINE
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Jim Huertas 

Patrolman 

DRE Instructor 

ARIDE Instructor 

SFST Instructor 

Expert Witness 

Breath Test Specialist 

MT CIT – Team Member 

Motor Officer 

Laurel Police Department 

jhuertas@laurel.mt.gov 


